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Prescript...

AppleSauce this  month

Peter  Carter

This being the Þrst issue following the AGM it 
includes the annual Þnancial report and a pic-

ture of the new committee. As John mentions on 
his page, we are looking to the membership to help 
committee members with various tasks at meet-
ings. Brian expands on the theme with a request for 
Library helpers.

How can you help with AppleSauce? The easiest 
way is by writing, even if it is only a few lines. There 
is no ÔWeb pageÕ in this edition because no-one sug-
gested any sites, and details of the couple I had IÕve 
incorporated into other items. If youÕve found an 
interesting site you have an opportunity to share it.

Someone wrote to our Google Groups list: ÔWhen 
IÕm in charge of the internet the Þrst thing I am 
going to do is drop the preÞx http://www from ad -
dresses and all sufÞxes such as .com, .gov, etc. and 
all country sufÞxes as well, i.e. .au.Õ I canÕt see that 
happening, and some of the reasons are explained in 
this monthÕs ÔWord of the monthÕ.

For many years SAAUC has exchanged magazines 
and newsletters with other groups, sometimes reus-
ing items. One of the other groups is on the far side 
of the PaciÞc, where an Australian is a member of a 
MUG in Vancouver and writes regularly for Apples 
BC News. Mike Millard introduces himself in this 
issue.

Brian shows how to put fancy borders on images, 
and he also relates the story of a problem with a 
mouse. That led him to reßect on the state of com-
puting in schools, something that had led Jakob 
Nielsen to write on a similar topic in one of his ÔAlert 
BoxÕ columns: ÔLife-Long Computer SkillsÕ <www.
useit.com/alertbox/computer-skills.
html>. In summary: ÔSchools should teach deep, 
strategic computer insights that canÕt be learned 
from reading a manual.Õ

NielsenÕs item parallels a part of an interview with 
Butler Lampson (sometime at Xerox PARC) on the 
state of computing in schools in the early 1980s 

http://www.useit.com/alertbox/computer-skills.html
http://www.useit.com/alertbox/computer-skills.html
http://www.useit.com/alertbox/computer-skills.html
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read it) there were allegedly Þve messages by four 

authors on one topic. In fact, three of the messages 

were about entirely unrelated topics, one of them 

nothing to do with the Club at all. Besides potential 

confusion at the time, anyone who later searches the 

archives will have false hits, or will miss informa -

tion because the message subjects will not match 

their contents. Please, if you respond to a topic use 

the existing subject name, and if you want to write 

about something else, use a new name.

Then there was the same text on another topic re-

peated no less than seven times. As IÕve said before, 

people who are following the thread know what has 

gone before, and to the rest of us itÕs irrelevant junk. 

Be ruthless with the deletions.

Do remember that the meetings this month are a 

week later than usual, with the main meeting being 

SIGs.

As always, my thanks to the contributors for this 

issue. You can make my task with the next easier by 

being early with your contribution.

when BASIC programming was almost all-pervasive. 
In response to the question ÔSo how should we pre-
pare ourselves for the future?Õ he replied:

ÔLearn to think. Read. Write. These things are of 
more enduring value. Learn how to prove theo-
rems: A lot of evidence has accumulated over 
the centuries that suggests this skill is transfer-
able to many other things. To study only BASIC 
programming is absurd.Õ

(Lammers, S, (Ed), Programmers at work , p 38)

Those transferrable skills are what education ought 
to be about.

Wacek has been having problems with anti-virus 
software, wondering whether the ÔcureÕ was worse 
than the ÔdiseaseÕ. After reading WacekÕs item you 
might also take a look back at ÔAnti-virus softwareÕ 
by Franklin Veaux on p 26 of the November 2005 
issue. The subtitle was ÔThe AV software is utterly 
powerless to stop it.Õ

The question was asked on the Club mailing list: 
what effect does bit depth have on Þle sizes? ThereÕs 
a brief explanation of bit depth in this issue.

Every now and then something irritating turns up 
on the mailing list. In a recent digest (thatÕs how I 
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Presidential  keyboard

John  Bohmer

W ith the AGM over for another year the com-
mittee has spent time focussing on the year 

to come with particular reference to tasks we un-
dertake to keep the Club running smoothly. While 
most committee members were re-elected for the 
2007 Ð 8 year we would like to make a few changes 
to enable us to participate at meetings just like 
members who are not part the committee.

What I mean by this comment is that certain mem -
bers of the committee miss out completly when it 
comes to active Club participation. Where an op-
portunity arises to learn about using our comput -
ers better some committee members are off setting 
up tea and coffee facilities or accepting a training 
DVD being returned to the library... To alleviate this 
dilemma your committee would like to ask everyone 
to consider helping out with these activies from time 
to time to free us up to attend like ÔnormalÕ mem-
bers. You wouldnÕt have to attend committee meet-
ings but youÕd still have the support of the elected 
committee to point you in the right direction. It 
will enable us to enjoy meetings more without so 

many physical tasks to perform. The expression that 
comes to mind is Ômany hands make light workÕ. If 
you can help in this way mainly, with supper prepa-
ration, encouraging new members, or helping at the 
Library table, please let us know via info@saauc.org.
au

On another note, weÕd like to remind everyone that 
the SAAUC bulk purchase will be made during April 
for delivery at the May evening meeting.  We expect 
to add the Australian Macworld  magazine subscrip-
tion to the list and (hopefully) OS 10.5 should Apple 
release it in time... WeÕll just have to wait and see.

In closing, IÕd like to remind members we are a 
voluntary organisation with no paid staff and that 
everyoneÕs combined effort will make our Club grow 
bigger and even better.  I look forward to hearing 
suggestions on meeting topics from you: if you 
would like us to consider an issue for demonstrating 
at a SIG or special presentation please email us.
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Annual  report...
Operating Statement For the Period 1-Jan-2006 to 31-Dec-2006

TreasurerÕs  report
Susan  Harrap

The club Þnances are in a healthy position with 
receipts well in excess of expenditure for the 

year.

Memberships provided most of the clubÕs revenue, 
with the well-subscribed AUSOM rafße (earning the 
club almost $200) and the Take Control book rafße 
and Christmas rafße providing much of the remain -
der. Fixed asset expenditure was low this year, but 
this is likely to change at any time depending upon 
the release of new computer models. We did buy 
a computer however, a secondhand iBook for the 
TreasurerÕs club use. This was considered desirable 
in case anyone had to take over the treasurerÕs role 
at short notice.

The difference of $28.50 between Receipts and 
Expenditure related to ÔFor Resale itemsÕ was the 
amount taken at the committee trading-table during 
the Buy Sell Swap day. The remainder was for the 
3-monthly bulk purchases of inks, CDs for mem-

bers. These bulk 
purchases do not 
earn any revenue 
for the club.

This year no new 
books were pur-
chased for the 
library, but a set 
of training DVDs 
were bought for 
members to bor-
row. I anticipate 
book purchases 
to be needed next 
year with the release of Leopard.

Apart from regular expenses such as Post OfÞce 
Box, Internode ADSL, hire of this hall, and suppers, 
we spent on Þxed assets: an iSight camera used 
mainly during the day meetings for iChat, a modem, 
monitor and the iBook.
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Receipts
AUSOM Rafße 617.50

Credit Union Interest  0.00

For Resale Items 7318.50

Macworld Subs 0.00

Membership Subs 8715.00

Rafße 348.15

Sundry Income 108.60

Training/CD-ROM Hire/Ink  0.00

Total Receipts 17107.75

Expenditure
AUSOM Rafße 425.00

Communications 559.46

Credit Union Charges 46.55

EditorÕs Expenses 500.00

Fixed Asset Costs 1569.70

For Resale Items 7290.00

Hall Hire  1250.00

Insurance 549.52

Library  0.00

Macworld Subs 0.00

Postage 44.00

Printing & Stationery  105.61

Rafße 0.00

Sundry Expenses 776.40

Suppers 888.89

Training/CD-ROM/Ink  615.98

Total Expenditure 14621.11

Considering the closing balance of membersÕ funds, 
I believe that it is sufÞcient to cover this yearÕs ex-
penses and recommend that the subscription rate 
remain unchanged for 2007.
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Reconciliation  at  3 1-Dec-06
S&L S15 Account 2890.60

S&L I1 Account 5000.00

Cash on Hand 120.00

Total 8010.60

LESS unpresented cheques 0.00

Total Funds 8010.60

Opening balance 1-Jan-06 5523.96

ADD Total Receipts 17107.75

LESS Total Expenditure 14621.11

Total Funds 8010.60

Audit  Statement
I have examined the books of account of the South 
Australian Apple UsersÕ Club, Inc. To the best of my 
knowledge and belief, the foregoing Financial State-
ment and notes thereto present a true and fair view 
of the Þnancial transactions for the year ended 31 
December 2006 and the funds position as at that 
date.

Neville Farrall
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Asset  list  at  3 1  December  2006
Item Date Purchased Cost Current

Computer, iBook G4 256/40G/Combo/BT (3 yrs old)  14/12/06  910.00 877.10

Monitor, LG L1717S-SN, 17 inch 31/3/06  349.00  258.40

Camera, iSight 17/3/06  205.70 149.70

ADSL2+ Modem Router, Billion BiPAC 7202  15/3/06  105.00 76.20

Computer, Apple Mac mini G4 1.5GHz/512MB/80GB/Combo  29/11/05  983.97 619.10

Computer, Apple Mac mini G4 1.5GHz/512MB/80GB/Combo  29/11/05  983.97 619.10

Projector, Acer PD523 DLP (replaced under warranty)   1320.90

Projector, Acer PD523 DLP 29/11/05  1699.01 1320.90

Computer, Apple iBook 14.1/1GHz/256/40G/Combo +Airport Extm card  22/9/04  2054.80  480.80

Wireless microphone receiver + transmitter, Eleco model DR-505 + M-309T  17/9/04  100.00 53.80

Wireless microphone receiver + hand held microphone, Mipro MR518  2/7/04  500.00  247.70

Projector, Panasonic PT-LC76E 3/2/04  2640.28 1091.40

Computer, Apple iMac G417FP/1GHz/256/80G/SD/SPK +AirPort Extm  1/4/03  3225.20 0.00

Computer, Apple iMac G4 700/128/40/CDRW/AP/X +AirPort, 256  MB 28/6/02  3217.50 0.00

Airport Base station  28/6/02  566.50 0.00

Scanner, bar code, with USB & ADB adaptors 27/9/01  315.12 0.00

Computer, Apple iMac DV 500/192MB/20G Indigo  23/4/01  2130.70 0.00

Screen, projection, 2.5 m 10/3/97  275.00 0.00
Other Club assets include CD-ROMs, books and software packages which are not individually listed because of the number of 
items at low values.
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Introducing...
The people who run the show

The  2007  SAAUC  Committee

LÐR: Geordie Millar, Brian Plush, Ted Hyland, John Bohmer, Peter Dametto, Eric Montgomery, 
Grant Ward, Susan Harrap, David Baker, Judith Watts, Peter Weichmann, Peter Carter

Not present: Tina Stahl
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DeÞning...
Word of the month

URL
Peter  Carter

A  URL  is a Uniform Resource Locator, the Ôad-
dressÕ of a Þle on the Internet. It is in two main 

parts, separated by a colon and two slashes:

protocol://server/path

The most familiar protocol (i.e. set of rules) to most 
readers is HTTP (hypertext transfer protocol), the 
scheme used on the World Wide Web. A Web URL 
is therefore in the form:

http://www.saauc.org.au/about.html

This identiÞes a speciÞc Þle on a speciÞc server, and 
tells the client software, a Web browser, how to ac-
cess the Þle.

Note that Web URLs do not necessarily contain 
www.: that was a convention in the early days of the 
Web but is by no means necessary. Here are two 
examples without it:

http://pluto.jhuap.edu/

http://n3xus6.blogspot.com/

The / at the end is because the URL points to a 
directory. By default, the server should return ei -
ther the listing of the directory, or, more usually, a 
Þle such as index.html or default.html. This 
URL...

http://www.saauc.org.au/AppleSauce/

...returns the index.html Þle.

HTTP is not the only protocol on the Internet, in 
fact it and its derivatives are recent. Before it came 
FTP and Gopher. FTP (Þle transfer protocol) was 
originally a Unix utility, and was simply adopted for 
the Internet. By FTP, our ÔAbout SAAUCÕ page is, in 
part:

ftp://janus.adelaide.on.net/.../
about.html

FTP is there in Mac OS X. To read about it, type man 
ftp into a Terminal window. In practice, most Mac 
users will use a program such as Fetch or Anarchie. 
Web browsers also understand FTP, so that they can 

http://www.saauc.org.au/AppleSauce/
http://www.saauc.org.au/about.html
http://pluto.jhuap.edu/
http://n3xus6.blogspot.com/
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download Þles other than Web 
pages and associated graphics, 
etc.

Gopher is a text-only scheme 
for accessing Þles. One current 
Gopher URL is:

gopher://gopher.quux.
org/

There used to be Gopher clients 
for the Mac, but as the WWW, 
with its graphics and other fea-
tures, was developed they, and 
Gopher itself, faded away. Some 
Web browsers, such as Firefox 
(but not Safari) can follow the Go-
pher protocol, so itÕs still possible 
to tunnel through Gopherspace. 
(To be more realistic, use the 
original, text-only, Web browser, 
Lynx. There is a version available 
from AppleÕs Web site.)

Other protocols include mailto, which you may 
see on Web pages, and telnet, a scheme for log-
ging in to remote machines. Usenet newsfeeds were 
accessed via news and nntp, and wais (wide area 

FTP: Fetch looks at the SAAUC site

gopher://gopher.quux.org/
gopher://gopher.quux.org/
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information servers), a set of search-
able text databases. ThereÕs also 
file, for accessing local Þles. This 
is the one in use when you test your 
Web pages on your own machine.

Mac OS X installs with a hierarchy 
of directories, or folders. Each user 
has a home folder, with sub-folders: 
Applications, Documents, Pictures, 

Left: Firefox as a Gopher client

Below: Lynx in Gopherspace. No graphics, 
no mouse: all done with keystrokes
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Movies, and Music. Within those folders it makes 
sense to have further sub-folders: Ôa place for every-
thing and everything in its placeÕ as the saying goes. 
It forms a tree structure, from the root directory 
upwards.

The same is true of the Internet, except that the hi-
erarchy is now of domains. Countries have their own 
domains: .au for Australia, .ca for Canada, .nz 
for New Zealand, and so on. (Personally, I Þnd the 
habit of some organisations in Australia and else-
where not to use the country domain code a pain: 
where are they?)

Within the country domains are sub-domains: .com 
for business, .org for non-proÞt organisations, 
.edu for educational institutions...

At the ends of the branches are the individual organ-
isations like SAAUC with their own domain names, 
which have to be registered and paid for.

A URL such as www.saauc.org.au is therefore 
more than just a name. It identiÞes our site within 
the structure of the Internet, and shows that we are 
a non-proÞt group in Australia.

URLs as we see them are a human-readable code. 
All the machines which handle Internet trafÞc use 
numeric addresses. (This machine currently has 
the IP address 192.168.0.2) The translation is 
done by the Domain Name Servers. (InternodeÕs 
is at 192.231.203.132, a number that you en-
tered when setting up your machine.) You key in a 
URL and DNS returns the numeric address for your 
browser to send its requests to.

Beneath all this are the layers of TCP/IP (Transmis-
sion Control Protocol/Internet Protocol). ThatÕs a 
subject for another time...
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Club  organisation...
ÔYou get to contribute to the Club...Õ

Library  tasks
Brian  Plush

D ue to the workloads of various members run-
ning the Library we would like to round up 

some extra volunteers from the general membership 
to work on the Library table.

ItÕs a simple job that requires you to stand behind 
the table, looking happy, reliable and efÞcient (thatÕs 
the hard bit!). You get to chat to different members 
borrowing books and CDs. You get a close look at 
what is in the library. You get to contribute to the 
Club and enjoy a great sense of wellbeing!

Remember, you donÕt need to have super skills or a 
vast, profound knowledge about Apple and things 
horticultural. Your role is managing the library: the 
books and CDs supply the information.

Basically, the job requires you to record all items 
loaned. If itÕs a book there is a $10 fee, a CD $5. This 
fee is returned the following month when the items 
are brought back, and the appropriate moneys are 
given back and recorded. This obviously needs to be 
accurate.

OfÞcially, when the General Meeting starts the Li-
brary closes to enable the librarians to also attend. Bet 
some of you didnÕt know that! Do remember there is 
the special privilege of sitting in the Committee mem -
ber reserved seats, and you wonÕt even need to attend 
Committee meetings! What more could one ask for?

The moneybox travels with one of the librarians. 
Luckily you donÕt need to be a six foot Hells Angel to 
guard the fortune as our clientele are a gentle lot!

During the transition to SIGs borrowing may occur 
for 5 Ð 10 minutes, but after that it should cease and 
desist, allowing the Librarians to wander off to see 
what they want to see. Packing up happens at this 
point, or at the end of the night.

See, the Librarian role is a rewarding job and you 
donÕt even need to wear your reading glasses on a 
chain!

CanÕt wait to see you there. WeÕre expecting a huge 
line up this month, so be the Þrst to rise to the chal-
lenge!
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Musings...
ÔI am originally from Australia...Õ

Introducing  myself
Mike  Millard

M y name is Mike Millard. Your editor, Peter 
Carter, is allowing me Ñ  as a non-member of 

your user group Ñ  to contribute pieces occasionally 
to AppleSauce.

I live in Vancouver, and have been a member of the 
Apples British Columbia Computer Society 
(Apples BC for short) <www.applesbc.org> since 
I got an Apple IIc in the mid-80s. I am originally 
from Australia, but have lived in Vancouver since 
late 1969, and like it here. IT has been my whole 
working life, but in June last year I retired, after 
being the sole Mac support person at a community 
college in Vancouver for the past twelve years. Cur-
rently I run an iMac G5/2.0 GHz and 14-inch iBook 
G3/900 on an Airport Express-based WiFi network 
at home.

Our clubs have been exchanging newsletters for 
several years, I believe. I have been writing a col-

umn called ÔMillardÕs 
Mac MusingsÕ for much 
of that time. Some of 
you may have seen it in 
Apples BC News. Our 
club has been going 
since 1979, moving from 
Apple II to Macintosh 
in that time. We have a 
monthly meeting, with 
outside speakers and 
Club members giving 
presentations. Average 
attendance is about 30 
to 70 people, but there 
are more members liv-
ing outside our Ôcatchment areaÕ.

Metropolitan Vancouver supports a population of 
nearly two million people, with a strong orientation 
to the PaciÞc Rim. The Rocky Mountains protect 

Mike Millard (from 
Apples BC News )

http://www.applesbc.org/
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us from those Ôback EastÕ, which is why they never 
quite understand us. (Only when I got to Vancouver 
did I appreciate why Perthites were so vehement 
in referring to Ôthem Eastern State bastards!Õ. An 
equivalent feeling has long obtained in this part of 
Canada.)

There are several reasonable to good independent 
Apple dealers around here, as well as a few bigger 
chains that sell Mac stuff. (No ÔApple StoresÕÑ yet Ñ
though one has been open in Toronto for many 
months.) On the whole, I think we are fairly well 
served. Although we are right next to the US, and 
Vancouver is in the same time zone as One InÞn-
ity Loop, it does not always work out to our advan-
tage. (Canada does not even have its own country 
code Ñwe are Ô1Õ, same as the US!) I think it was only 
in OS X 10.4 that Apple deigned to offer us our own 
Canadian English option; the default icon in the 
menu bar was always the Stars and Stripes so I used 
to set mine to ÔOzÕ. And in Microsoft OfÞce 2004 for 
Mac there is even an AUS English, but no CAN, op-
tion. I hope you see what I mean ... :-).

I am glad we are independent from the US, but that 
meant it took us ages to get our own iTunes Store, 
just like you. We feel AppleÕs Canadian prices have 
often not fairly reßected the prevailing rate of ex-

change, though it has been better in the last year or 
two. From what I have seen, you feel this even more 
with Apple Australia. (Go to <www.apple.com/
ca> to see what gives on the Apple Canada scene. 
Click on Store for prices Ñ  the Canadian dollar is 
worth about $1.10 AUD these days.)

Broadband  comparisons
On a trip to Sydney last December, I got to see what 
Australians pay for a broadband service at home, 
and it made me see we have no grounds for com-
plaint here in Canada over prices charged for similar 
services.

In Vancouver, and in most of Canada, people get 
residential broadband from their telephone compa -
ny as ADSL or from their cable television service via 
the same coaxial cable that carries their TV signals. 
(I have been using my cable companyÕs service for 
over six years, and it has always worked well.) The 
service I am on is ShawÕs High Speed Internet, with 
a stated monthly download limit of 20  GB and speed 
of Ô5 MbpsÕ. For this, I pay $40 ($44.00 AUD) a 
month.

My brother showed me his bill from Telstra/Big -
pond for his ASDSL service, for which he is paying 
$39 (Oz) a month. For that, his download speed is 

http://www.apple.com/ca
http://www.apple.com/ca
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256 Kbps, with a monthly data quota of 400  MB. He 
then gets dinged some amount per megabyte used 
over the quota. (This was at a time when he was 
worried he would exceed his quota in the middle of 
the month, I had just set him up on an Airport Ex -
press station, so now his kids could go at it, too!)

I usually donÕt like to compare actual prices between 
countries, as there are so many factors in one place 
that are irrelevant in the other. But this difference 
really sobered me. I read the Sydney Morning Her -
aldÕs Web site most days, where I have seen mention 
of Telstra and others seeming to offer better prices 
than my brother pays; it does seem that not many 
care for Telstra and their ways... and oh, the practice 
of clamping the speed on some services to dial-up 
modem speed (65 Kbps) upon going over quota just 
blew my mind!

ÔOne More  Thing...Õ
May I just say ÔGÕdayÕ to my cousin in Adelaide, Dr. 
Russ Sinclair, who stepped down last year from 
years of being chief nurturer of prime spinifex and 
saltbush on Adelaide UniÕs TGB Osborn Vegetation 
Reserve out at Koonamore. (I am proud to have 
donated to their fund to set up a Dinkum Desert 
Dunny on the reserve in his honour.)

Please drop me a line if you have any comments or 
questions on this article: <mike.millard@shaw.ca>. 
Thanks.
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How  to...
ÔThis works in all ßavours of PhotoshopÕ

Creating  borders
Brian  Plush

I n a previous AppleSauce article I showed a 
way of making a border around an image that 

resembled the white photographic borders of days 
gone by (although I notice they seem to be making a 
comeback).

This works in all ßavours of Photoshop.

So what happens if you want something more 
trendy?

It would seem that the scratchy, brushy, painted 
look has been the trendy thing for a while, so letÕs 
try that.

Open a new image: 640 x 480, with a resolution of 
72 pixels per inch will do just Þne.

With the Rectangular Marquee Tool drag a rectan-
gular shape that Þlls just over three quarters of the 
image leaving a white border and Þll it with Black 
(Edit > Fill).

Now press B, which selects the Brush Tool, and Þnd 

a brush that resembles a paint brush stroke. There 
are some about half way down the menu (you have 
remembered to click on the Brush Stroke icon up in 
the Options palette, havenÕt you?). Paint the edges 
with either white or black until you get this sort of 
effect.
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That was the hard bit.

Now open a new image and position it 
alongside your black square image. Click 
on and drag the layer from the square im-
age across to the newly opened image. It 
doesnÕt matter if the size is wrong, bigger or 
smaller.

Press Command T and reposition the black 
square frame so it Þts by dragging the cor-
ners.

On the Layers Palette just under the word 
Layers is the Blending Mode. Change to 
Lighten.

For different variations use different brush -
es to create the frame, or play around with 
the modes. Some darken, some lighten. 
Try cutting out a feathered selection from 
inside the black and white frame layer and 
see the possibilities.
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Troubles...
ÔItÕs these little things that pile up...Õ

Not  so  super  mouse
Brian  Plush

A t school we have six new iMacs that our kids 
just love because they have Photo Booth, the 

worldÕs greatest distraction!

Last week my Year Six-Seven students were doing 
symmetry and cutting up photos of their faces in 
Photoshop and seeing if both halves match. ItÕs 
great fun.

They present their results in Keynote.

One of my little wonders was having a huge amount 
of difÞculty trying to get Photoshop to bend to her 
will. I canÕt remember exactly what it was because in 
a one hour session there would be at least ninety six 
thousand questions. Most at the same time!

Anyway, she is there trying to Photoshop away and 
it just wasnÕt Photoshopping. I tried and after a bit 

of a play suddenly realised she was ever so lightly 
depressing the side buttons on the new mouse as 
she worked. The mouse was doing what was asked 
of it: she just didnÕt realise!

A slight change of hand action and bingo, it works. 
How simple.

This is one reason why teachers need lots of time 
with computing in schools. ItÕs these little things 
that pile up to a load of ÔIÕm not feeling conÞdent 
and I still have data collection to do!Õ

Who could ever teach you that problem? There is 
more to teaching ICT than learning just the software 
and where and how it might be used.

So next time you look at a frazzled teacher trembling 
quietly in the middle of their school holidays show a 
little empathy!
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Troubles...
Is the cure worse than the disease?

My  antivirus  software  saga
Wacek  Jedrzejczak

D iverse opinions exist within our Mac commu -
nity on the need and advisability of installing 

antivirus software in Mac computers. Years ago, 
when I arranged a connection to the Internet, I 
maintained it for quite some time without any virus 
protection. I ran Mac OS 9 at that stage. Eventually I 
became convinced Ñ  and I donÕt remember now how 
that happened Ñ  that IÕd better install an antivirus 
program.

I purchased Virex and installed it. It let me know 
that it was doing its job because every time that I 
would insert a ßoppy disk in the drive, it would start 
up and check it through. At the beginning of every 
month I would run an eUpdate and the program 
would download new virus deÞnitions and install 
them, keeping itself up to date.

Then a new version of Virex appeared and I had an 
eMac then running Mac OS X. And, although I had 
a perpetual licence for Virex, I now had to buy an 

annual licence also.

Very well, but why didnÕt the eUpdate work any 
more? PICA Australia, the company handling Vi-
rex, was always very helpful with its support but no 
amount of advice, of checking and changing of Virex 
preferences helped to Þx the eUpdate problem. I had 
to enter McAfeeÕs site manually and download the 
new virus deÞnitions from there and install them.

A few months ago Virex was replaced by VirusS-
can 8.5 software. The good news was that I was 
entitled to it under my perpetual licence. The bad 
news though, was that it came with virus deÞnitions 
dated October 2006, and although it was supposed 
to download new deÞnitions automatically as they 
came out, it didnÕt do that and was stuck on Octo-
ber.

I started sending emails to PICA again with screen 
shots of my preference settings attached. I corrected 
the preferences where necessary but still no auto-
matic downloading of virus deÞnitions occurred. 
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Eventually PICA instructed me to contact McAfee 
directly. One of McAfeeÕs support persons then sent 
me instructions on how to install and set up VirusS -
can 8.5 on... a Windows computer! When I told him 
again that I have a Macintosh, he asked me to send 
him the VirusScan.log Þle. I searched my computer 
but I couldnÕt Þnd such a Þle. My requests for the 
path to it produced no results and McAfee stopped 
sending further emails on the subject.

While all of this was going on, my computer started 
to misbehave. Applications were slow to open, as 
well as folders and documents, and the revolving 
coloured disk appeared frequently. To shut down 
the computer took longer than usual and during that 
process a warning appeared stating that I should 
restart the computer. After doing that a message 
would come up: ÔThe computer was restarted be-
cause OS X quit unexpectedlyÕ. An expert member 

of our club gave me a number of reasons for this 
behaviour but all were eliminated except Ômessed up 
SystemÕ. Obviously he was right but what messed up 
the System?

Because I was having problems with the antivirus 
software, I remembered that I had saved an article 
from MacFixit about such software. I read it again 
and found a statement there that Virex tended to 
slow things down. Well, VirusScan is a Virex, so is 
this causing the problems with the system? Fortu-
nately VirusScan came with an uninstaller, so I un-
installed it and now the computer is like new again: 
no warnings, no restarts and everything opens in a 
ßash.

I donÕt know whether I will be game enough to try 
another antivirus software after that.
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Technical...
The more bits the better

Image  bit  depth
Peter  Carter

A fter the last issue, with its table of image sizes 
and resolution, was published, someone asked 

what effect bit depth would have on Þle sizes. Bit 
depth? This is what the Photoshop manual says (in 
part):

ÔBit depth Ñ  also called pixel depth or colour 
depth Ñ  measures how much color information 
is available to display or print each pixel in an 
image.

ÔGreater bit depth (more bits of information per 
pixel) means more available colours and more 
accurate representation in the digital image. For 
example, a pixel with a bit depth of 1 has two 
possible values: black and white. A pixel with 
a bit depth of 8 has 28, or 256, possible values. 
And a pixel with a bit depth of 24 has 224, or 
roughly 16 million, possible values...Õ

All very well, but what does it all look like? Here are 
several versions of an image for comparison, Þrstly 

in colour, then in 
greyscale. (The 
pic is of a resi-
dent of the Outer 
Harbor breakwa-
ter, a specimen 
of Neophoca 
cinerea.) The 
colour image has 
a bit depth of 24 
(8 each for red, 
green, and blue), 

8 bits: 256 
shades

24 bits: millions 
of colours
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the greyscale, 8 bits (256 shades of grey). The im-
age sizes reßect the difference: 201 831 bytes for the 
colour image, 131 303 for the greyscale (as TIFFs).

The colour, all the subtle shades in the water and 
the animal, are lost with 16 fewer bits per pixel.

What happens if we reduce the bit depth further? 
We lose progressively more detail.

2 bits: 4 shades

5 bits: 32 shades

1 bit: 2 shades

The more bits the better. Your Mac normally works 
with 8 bits per colour channel. Professionals will 
often work with 16 bits per channel.

Where bit depth becomes important for Þle size is 
on the Web, to reduce download time. ImageReady 

is the package of choice to reduce the number of co-
lours in GIF images and otherwise ÔoptimiseÕ PNGs 
and JPEGs: 400 KB JPEGs for example, often re-
duce to less than 30 KB, a considerable saving.
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Musings...
ÔIt just has to have lots of grunt and handle real wellÕ

+H  sPace
<Name  withheld>

Bought a new car the other day. It reminded me 
of me and computers.

Our old car was kind of driven into the ground with 
three hundred and seventy Þve thousand kilometres 
in almost twelve years: it was feeling a rather tired. 
There was a bit of a rattle developing at the bottom 
of the engine, a very, very tired suspension and re-
quired surgery to the value of a newer car.

The poor thing had done well and had been main-
tained lovingly, except, according to my wife, for my 
driving style. It still looked good other than a dose of 
sunburned paint.

Now IÕm sort of the philosophy buy newish and run 
it fast and furious until...

I sort of do the same thing with computers. IÕve only 
bought three in, oh, I donÕt know, how many years? 
Ouch, try 20.

I had the very good fortune of accessing them from 

work and being able to bring them home to play 
with. That made it a lot cheaper, so my Þrst pur-
chase didnÕt happen for quite a while.

So far I have kept them until they are no longer able 
to use the very latest operating system and then they 
have been passed on.

This is why I still have two of them!

ThatÕs one thing about my cars, other than a red one 
which found a gravity inversion whilst new, they 
have all been pretty well used up at the end of their 
time. Actually the red one was a bit used up too!

My oldest Mac is however, still chugging away run-
ning OS 9 quite happily at a friendÕs home while the 
other two are running very nicely here.

Now I love cars to bits, but theyÕre easy to buy. It 
just has to have lots of grunt and handle real well. 
How simple is that?

However, I took years to replace the Þrst computer. 
I just couldnÕt make up my mind as there was always 
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a newer, better one coming. Rumours. Many, many 
rumours, itÕs so hard.

And as soon as you purchase one, within a week 
typically (in my three computer experience), thereÕs 
a newer model sporting that really big screen you 
wanted, or the dual chips, or a signiÞcant bumping 
up of speed.

Cars arenÕt as bad. A new model is typically a facelift 
and a year away, plus itÕs cheaper to buy the model 
that someone else has preloved for a few months 
and then hopefully for tax purposes, decided to up-
date. And you can always pretend itÕs the faster one 
by driving fast.

Mind you all of this only works when one person has 
the decision making to do.

Which model, what speciÞcations and so forth can 
be a bit of a nightmare when there are two of you 
and one of you is more passionate about certain as-
pects than the other, or has certain non-compromis-
able requirements.

The new car is automatic. Wow! That was a huge 
compromise for one family member!

WouldnÕt it be nice to be able to afford the latest and 
the greatest? I always get annoyed when I see people 

with brilliant cars and not driving them brilliantly. 
ItÕs so unfair. Plus how do those ÔIÕm only shaving 
once a weekÕ babies afford those really nice cars I so 
desire?

And there are those who have fabulous computer 
systems, and ahh heck, I have a Mac too. It is a fabu-
lous computer system, regardless of how old.

So, apart from CAD and black boxes tucked away in 
obscure corners of modern cars processing inputs 
at thousands of times a second, where do cars and 
personal computers meet?

Well IÕve just discovered music. Yeah, yeah, earth 
shattering discovery! But, this new car has a CD 
player and not only that, it takes a veritable bucket-
load of the things. ItÕs great.

At least I think so.

My wife is slightly less impressed as we have alto-
gether different tastes in experimental contempo -
rary music. Even my classics arenÕt to her tastes. 
Ten minutes of Star Spangled Banner by Mr Hen -
drix doesnÕt do it for her whilst accelerating through 
the 65 km/h corners out of Strath.

Bad luck, because I have worked out I donÕt need 
to leave my good original CDs in that glasshouse of 
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automotive newness. I Þnd my favourite tracks and 
make brilliant, wonderful compilations on my com -
puter. ItÕs great!

Unfortunately the car isnÕt a listening room. ThereÕs 
road noise, tyre noise, and burbling exhaust notes 
all competing for oneÕs aural pleasure. So I leave the 
more avant-garde stuff at home!

Life is great. Newish car, with its slightly crippled, 
compromised gearbox and a wonderful computer 
bouncing around in the boot with the spare tyre, 
and together they make good music.

Ahh!

ÔWhat a wonderful world.Õ
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Computing  at  
Entropy  House

This is obviously the year of the leopard. 
Besides Mac OS X 10.5, there is news of 

a newly deÞned species of Clouded Leopard, 
Neofelis diardi , that lives on Indonesian islands.

Biologists have decided that Neofelis diardi  is 
sufÞciently different from the mainland Clouded 
Leopard, Neofelis nebulosa, to warrant being 
a separate species. Read something of it all at 
<www.bigcatrescue.org/clouded_leop-
ard.htm>.

N othing to do with felines but with links was 
Lynx the early Web browser. No graphics, 

and no need for a mouse. Still a useful browser if 
youÕre using a screen reader, and there is a Mac 
version still available via Apple: <www.apple.
com/downloads/macosx/unix_open_
source/lynxtextwebbrowser.html>.

Lynx was followed by Mosaic (with graphics), 
then Netscape (and MacWeb and others). Micro-
soft later took Mosaic and turned it into Internet 

Incoherent  comment...

Computing  at

Explorer. (Yet another example of MS not originat -
ing anything.)

Fired up Google Earth on one machine the other 
day (Monday 19 March), but nothing happened: 

GoogleÕs server did not respond. Strange. Launched 
Safari: no response. Checked cable connections and 
network settings and all were correct, and the rout-
erÕs status light was ßashing as it should.

Started the other machine. Still nothing. Assumed 
that problem was with Internode, and that only 

http://www.apple.com/downloads/macosx/unix_open_source/lynxtextwebbrowser.html
http://www.bigcatrescue.org/clouded_leopard.htm
http://www.bigcatrescue.org/clouded_leopard.htm
http://www.apple.com/downloads/macosx/unix_open_source/lynxtextwebbrowser.html
http://www.apple.com/downloads/macosx/unix_open_source/lynxtextwebbrowser.html
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thing to do as to wait. Sure enough, a 
few hours later all was working again.

I t used to be wire coathangers that 
appeared to self-replicate when 

no-one was looking. Now itÕs mouse 
mats. There was one in the package 
from Next Byte at the Creative Suite 3 
launch, and another came with oneÕs 
Þnancial books when they returned 
from the accountant.

All very well, but one does not use 
mouse mats, because one does not use 
a mouse but a digitiser pad and stylus. 
(And the last time one used a mouse 
for an extended period, on a clientÕs 
PC, it gave one a pain, literally.)

Must Þnd other uses for them.

A s for the CS3 launch, it started 
late and was not as entertaining as many previ-

ous Adobe shows. We saw some of Photoshop CS3Õs 
interesting new features, but whether they were in 
the standard or extended version was not clear.

Among the new features in InDesign CS3 is text 
variables, which means running headers and footers 
are possible. Not before time: FrameMaker was do-

Lynx and the AppleSauce  Web site. No 
cover pic, but text from the alt tag. Text in 
colour would be bold in other browsers. Links 
(none in this view) are in inverse text. Note 
the single key commands listed at bottom.
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ing that a decade ago. (AppleSauce had running 
headers until the change to InDesign: expect them 
back some time soon.)

Venus disappeared from Illustrator some time ago, 
now the butterßies are going from InDesign: the 
new icons for all the CS3 applications are boring.

N ot laid out with InDesign (or the Q product) 
is the recently relaunched naturist magazine 

Australian Sun and Health , <www.ozsh.com.
au>. If you thought Apple Pages was not up to doing 
commercial glossy magazines, think again, because 
hereÕs an example where it has been used in prefer-
ence to the ÔprofessionalÕ applications.

Easier to use, and certainly cheaper: important 
considerations for a small business. (And for a 
comment on CS3 pricing, see Joy of Tech: <www.
joyoftech.com/joyoftech/942.html>.)

Someone made the mistake of emailing a PDF 
whose Þlename began with a dot (i.e. full stop), 

three of them in fact. Presumably the originating 
Windows machine didnÕt object, but the Mac did, so 
removed the offending characters before saving.

To Unix, a Þle whose name begins with a dot is a 
system Þle that people donÕt need to know about, 
and is normally hidden. You wonÕt see them in the 

Finder unless you have speciÞcally told it to display 
them, or something has gone amiss in some prefer-
ences. One such Þle is .DS_Store, which keeps 
track of window positions and the like. Open it with 
a text editor like BBEdit and you Þnd most of it is 
gibberish. Good reason why the Finder keeps it and 
its bretheren hidden.

But what if you do want to see them? Easiest way is 
with Terminal,  ls with the -a switch. To make the 
Finder display them requires a bit of work. OfÞcial 
way is to use the Property List Editor to edit the 
FinderÕs preferences, which youÕll Þnd in /Users/
username /Library/Preferences/com.ap-

Call that an icon?

http://www.joyoftech.com/joyoftech/942.html
http://www.ozsh.com.au/
http://www.ozsh.com.au/
http://www.joyoftech.com/joyoftech/942.html
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ple.finder.plist, and setting Apple-
ShowAllFiles to Yes (or No if you want 
to hide them all again). You can do the 
same thing with a defaults write ... 
with the Terminal. (These instructions are 
deliberately incomplete, to protect the in -
nocent. If you want to really do this youÕll 
need to look it up in Mac OS X in a nut-
shell or similar reference.)

The other weird Þle that came from a 
PC was one of a pair of RTFs. Word 

opened one without problems, but the 
other opened to a blank screen. Select all 
and copy to BBEdit produced nothing. 
Strange.

Opened it in TextEdit and there it was. 
No explaining MS applications (and PC 
Þles)...

One of the good things about mailing 
lists is that there are quick answers to 

questions. A not so good thing is that read-
ers are sometimes subjected to irrelevant 
posts or messages that are repeated over 
and over again.  When the same text ap-
pears three, four, Þve, or more times one 
wonders if some delete keys are missing.

The Property List Editor in action: donÕt try this at 
home...
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By this stage weÕve 
read it all before...High altitude Mac 

user: climber 
Duncan Chessell 
prepares to show 
interesting pics 
and video at a 
recent meeting in 
Adelaide
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ÔThe Þne print...Õ
AppleSauce is the ofÞcial organ of SAAUC Inc., and is pub-
lished eleven times per year, February Ð December.

AppleSauce is an independent production and has not 
been authorised, sponsored or otherwise approved by Apple 
Computer Inc.

Opinions expressed in AppleSauce may not be those of 
SAAUC or its ofÞcers.

Guidelines for Contributors
Articles and artwork on any topic relating to Apple comput -
ers are welcomed. E-mail to the Editor <pcarter@acslink.
net.au>, or post to the EditorÕs business address (Pelagos 
Productions, PO Box 133 Brooklyn Park 5032).

Deadline is the third Friday of the preceding month.

Submissions must be spell checked, in ASCII text format 

(.txt, not Word .doc or AppleWorks .cwk), with graphics 
as separate Þles. Text and images may be combined in a StuffIt 
or ZIP archive. (If in doubt, please ask.)

The Editor reserves the right to edit as required: authors will 
be contacted if major surgery is necessary.

AppleSauce is edited and laid out with InDesign, with a bit 
of help from BBEdit, Photoshop, Illustrator, etc. before conver -
sion to Acrobat.

Advertising
Small advertisements from Þnancial members will be accepted 
and published free of charge, provided they are signed by the 
person(s) placing the advertisement.

Business advertising rate is $50.00 per page (or by nego-
tiation) with submission as PDF Þle. Page size is 225 * 160 
mm/640 * 460 pixels, and commercial advertising deadline is 
the second Friday of the month.

Advertisements must not conßict with the interests of the club. 
Publication does not imply recommendation or endorsement 
by SAAUC Inc.

Copyright
Except where otherwise stated, this publication is copyright 
© 2007 by SAAUC Inc. Authors and advertisers express their 
own opinions and are responsible for the accuracy of their 
submissions.

Permission is granted for the reproduction of original articles 
contained in this issue by any non-proÞt organisation provided 
the author, title and publication credits are given, and a copy 
of the publication is sent to SAAUC. Contact the editor for text 
and graphics Þles.

AppleSauce is prepared with BBEdit from Bare Bones Software, and Adobe 
InDesign, Photoshop, Illustrator, and Acrobat Professional. Folder navigation is 
aided by Default Folder from St Clair Software, Web site maintenance by Fetch 
from Fetch Software
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